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Baby Dead, Five Burned In

Carrington Fire:
Cottage Gutted

A 19-months-old baby girl was burned to death and five
other persons were burned about the face, arms and body

when fire destroyed a cottage in Gipp-st., Carrington, early
this morning.

Heroic efforts were made by the father and a neighbor to foree

their way into the blazing room where the young child was sleeping,
but they were driven bacl_:wy.!_s“myke and flames,

The list of dead and injured

15—
DEAD

Kerry Hunt, 19 months,

INJURED

Mrs. Nola Hunt, 33, burns to
[the face, chest, both aims and
| hands,

Robert Hunt, her husband,
burns to the right arm.

Deldre Hunt, 11, burns w
both hands and severe shock.

Robyn Hunt, 6, burns to the
face and right hand and severe
shock,

Robert Middleby, a neighbor,
cuts and burns to right arm
and vack.

Two other cottajes, one oe-
cupled by Mr. Milton Merrilees
and the other by Mrs. M. Fller-
ington, were damaged ip the

Mrs. Hunt, Deidre and Robg'n
were burnt {n escaping from the
flames In their night attire.
Another child, Tim Hunt 4),
was dragged uninjured through

burns about the arms as le At
tempted to force his wav back
into the blazing home.

| Mr. Middleby also received nhis
ugurtes in a courageous rescue
effort.

Body Recovered

Mrs. Hunt was admiited to
hospital, but the injured chil-
dren, Mr. Hunt and Mr, Middle-

WY W% BiJuiCun  Gaihs
daren, Mr. Hunt and Mr, Middle-
by, were allowed to return home
after tresatment.

The baby's badly coarred
body was recovered by firemen
hours later, when the flames
{inally were subdued.

Firemen faced a hopeless
task when they reached the
blaze about 3 0’ k this morn-

ing. The house then was hurn-
ing flercely.

The fire was discovered by
Mr. Hunt, who was awakened by
smoke In his room before 3 am.
He sald he was sleeping in one
room with the baby, Kerry,
Mrs, Hunt and the two girls
were In a front bedroom and
the lx&v Tim, was sleeping by
nimself.

Mr. Hunt said he ran to the

rear of the house and saw that
the fire was blazing flercely (n
the lounge room. He attempted
|to re-enter his own room o
| rescue the baby, but smoke and
fames drove him back

Through Window

He then ran to the window
of the room in which Tim was
sleeping, tore away a gauze wire
screen and lifted the bewildered
child to safety.

Dashing to the froat of the
house, he took

the window.

Deidre through

They were handed oul by their
mo , Mrs. Hunt, who was
burned as she climbed through

the window to safety.
Mr Himt he thic tima hoad |
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llhe window to safety. T
Mr, Hunt by this time had

been jolned by Mr. Middlear,

who lives three houses away.
Together they made repeat»d
attempts to force thetr wwuy
back into the blazing weather-
board cotug:.

They made desperate efforts
to smash In the front door ena
eventually succeeded when M

Hunt thrust his elbow through
the glass,

Father Restrained

other side, escaped with a
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Poor Water Supply
At Tragic Fire

(Continued from page 1.)
The water supply in the early stages of the

tragic Carrington fire early this morning was “ob- |

viously very poor™ said Mr. M. Merrilees. Several
hoses iscre connected from which no waler was

beingg delivered.

“There was a fire in Carring-
ton a few months ago and fire-
men had to stand and watch it
burn because they could not get
water to fight it.

“1 have heard this morning
‘that som% tr;asidenft.s intend bt:k;
ng up petitions of protest abou
mg water supply to the sub-
m .l'

Mr. Hunt also complained
about the water n:ggly.

“It took them ut three-
quarters of an hour before they
could get any water through
the hoses and then it was only
a trickle,” he said.

(When the complaints of low
water pressure were referred
to the Hunter Water Board to-
day the Distribution Engineer,
Mr. F. E. Cooksey, said in-
quiries had shown that the
water preSsure was constant
and that the quantity of water
was up to the capacity of the
mainsg to carry it.)

Roar Of Flames

Mrs. J. Scully, who lives oppo-
site the houses which were
burnt, said she was awakened
by the roar of the flames in
ge early hours of the morn-

E.

“When I went outside the
co:.(ti.age was well alight,” she
S8

Mr, Merrilees also said he
was awakened by the roar of

the fire.

“My wtlt rang the fire bri-
gade while I got our kiddies
out of the house and connected
8 garden hose to play on the
{}a:)des until the fireman ar-
rived, :

“Flames licked the side of my
house for two hours,” he said.
*The injured Hunt children
by héme ‘wnes e retumed
from haosnital e tned

Dy nome when they returned
from hospital. il

Tim, the uninjured member
of the family, not realising the
tragedy, played happily with
other children among the knots
of spectators who came to look

at the scene of the blaxe this
morning.

After the fire had destroyed
his home Hunt's only clothing
was a palr of khaki shorts and
his wife and children had only
their night attire.

He received his holiday pay
yesterday and was to have be-
gun his holidays on Monday.
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